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In the annals of American history, the story of Ona Judge stands out as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of those who dared to fight for their
liberty. Ona was a slave owned by George Washington, the first president
of the United States. But she refused to accept her fate as a chattel and
embarked on a daring escape that would forever alter the course of her life.

Ona was born into slavery in Virginia in 1773. She was the daughter of an
enslaved woman and an unknown white man. As a child, she was given to
Martha Washington as a personal servant. Ona quickly became a trusted
member of the Washington household, and she often accompanied Martha
on her travels.
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In 1791, the Washingtons moved to Philadelphia, which was then the
capital of the United States. Ona was excited about the move, as she saw it
as an opportunity to escape her life of slavery. She began to make plans to
run away, and she confided in a free black woman named Elizabeth
Hemings. Hemings agreed to help Ona, and she provided her with food
and money.

On May 21, 1796, Ona slipped out of the Washington household and made
her way to a nearby Quaker meeting house. She had planned to meet
Hemings there, but Hemings had been detained. Ona was forced to wait for
several hours, and she was eventually discovered by a white man. The
man questioned Ona, and she told him that she was a free woman. But the
man was suspicious, and he took Ona to the authorities.

The authorities questioned Ona, and she eventually admitted that she was
a slave. She was then taken to the Washington household, where she was
confronted by George Washington. Washington was furious, and he
ordered Ona to be whipped. But Ona refused to be beaten, and she told
Washington that she would rather die than be enslaved.

Washington was impressed by Ona's courage, and he eventually agreed to
let her go free. Ona was overjoyed, and she immediately left Philadelphia.
She made her way to New Hampshire, where she found work as a servant.
She eventually married a free black man, and she lived a long and happy
life.

Ona Judge's story is an inspiration to us all. It is a reminder that even in the
darkest of times, hope can prevail. Ona's courage and determination are a



testament to the indomitable spirit of those who dare to fight for their
freedom.

Ona Judge's Legacy

Ona Judge's legacy is one of courage, resilience, and determination. Her
story is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, hope can prevail.
Ona's courage and determination are a testament to the indomitable spirit
of those who dare to fight for their freedom.

Ona Judge's story has been told in books, articles, and plays. She has
been praised by historians and scholars for her courage and determination.
In 2008, the United States Postal Service issued a stamp in her honor.

Ona Judge's legacy is more than just a story. It is a reminder that we must
never give up hope, even in the face of adversity. Ona's story is a
testament to the power of the human spirit, and it is an inspiration to us all.

How to Learn More About Ona Judge

There are many resources available to learn more about Ona Judge. Here
are a few suggestions:

* Read her biography, "Ona Judge: A Slave Who Defied George
Washington" by Erica Armstrong Dunbar. * Visit the website of the National
Archives and Records Administration to learn more about Ona Judge's
escape from slavery. * Watch the documentary film "Ona Judge: An
Unlikely Escape" by Judith Vecchione.

Learning about Ona Judge's story is a powerful way to connect with the
history of slavery in the United States. Her story is a reminder that even in



the darkest of times, hope can prevail.
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The Proven Step Plan To Stop Picky Eating,
Solve Feeding Problems, And Expand Your
Child's Food Repertoire
Picky eating is a common challenge for parents and children alike. It can
be frustrating for parents who want their children to eat a...
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The Diabetics Menu: Your Low Carb Options
If you're living with diabetes, you may be wondering what your low-carb
options are. This article will provide you with a comprehensive diabetics
menu that includes a wide...
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